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t, a little background . . .




My professional life has been
dedicated to the study of Canada
in historical and comparative
perspective, through the lens of
survey research



Which has led to the founding
of the Environics Institute,
and a series of books:

- Sex in the Snow

- Better Happy than Rich
- Fireand Ice

- American Backlash

- Unlikely Utopia

- Stayin’ Alive

- Committing Sociology

- And now .. Could It Happen Here?



Canada is no stranger to xenophobia

1600s — today: “Long assault” on Indigenous Peoples
1800s: Poor treatment of Irish migrants

1867 — 1967: Racist immigration policies

1930s: Anti-semitism (“None is too many )

1940s: Internment of Japanese Canadians

More recently: Police profiling of racialised minorities



And our racist policies reflected public opinion of the times

1946

If Canada does allow more immigration, are there any of these
nationalities which you would like to keep out?

Japaneese Jewish German Russian Negro Italian  Chinese

Canadian Institute for Public Opinion (Gallup)



Even in the early 1960s

1961

As you know, Canada restricts the admission of non-whites to this
country. Do you think this should continue, or do you think there
should be fewer restrictions on non-whites?

Restrictions should continue

Should be fewer restrictions _

Qualified / No opinion

Canadian Institute for Public Opinion (Gallup)



However, the mid 1960s ushered in more progressive principles

and policies — reflecting the rapid evolution of Canadian values

< 1967: Opening the door to point-based/colour blind
immigration

< 1971: Canada becomes the first country to adopt
‘Multiculturalism’ as an official policy, reinforced by the
Canadian Multiculturalism Act in 1988



In the late 1970s, Liberal and Conservative gov’ts welcomed
60,000 “boat people” as did Canadians as private sponsors




In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
releases its report and 94 Calls to Action




And in 2015/16, Canada welcomed 40,000 Syrian refugees,
inspired in part by the image of baby Alan Kurdi




But do average Canadians truly
support immigration and the
ideology of multiculturalism?



In recent decades there has been a sea change in

Canadian public attitudes toward immigration...

1977 - 2019
Agree — Disagree: Immigration levels are too high
61 5q.0°
35 35 34

mmm  Agree mmmm  isagree

77 80 83 86 87 83 89 90 91 92 93 94 97 98 00 02 03 05 06 08 10 11 12 15 16 17 Feb Oct Apr Oct
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Focus Canada (2019)



...and Canadians are also much less likely to oppose

immigration from racial minority groups...

1990 - 2019
Agree — Disagree: Canada accepts too many
immigrants from racial minority groups
64
53
42
B Agree 29
B Disagree
1990 1991 1992 1993 2019
; __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Focus Canada (2019)



...with the vast majority continuing to believe that the

economic impact of immigrants is positive

1993 - 2019

Agree — Disagree: Economic impact of immigration is positive

56

39 mmmm  Agree mmmm  Disagree

17 16

93 98 00 02 03 05 06 08 10 11 12 15 16 17 Feb Oct Apr Oct
18 18 19 19

Focus Canada (2019)



Canadians are less likely than before to believe that many

refugees are not legitimate, but opinions remain divided

1987 - 2019
Agree — Disagree: Many refugee claimants are not legitimate

79

mmm Disagree === Agree Neither/dk/na 43 43

37 39

87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 97 98 00 02 03 05 06 08 10 11 12 15 16 17 FebOctAprOct
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Focus Canada (2019)



Canadians now identify multiculturalism and diversity

as a defining aspect of what makes Canada unique

2016
What makes Canada unique? (unprompted mentions)

Multiculturalism/diversity [
Land/geography
Freedom/free country/democracy m
Friendly/humble/nice people m

The people (non-specific) m

Weather/climate/cold
Peace/peacefulness Bilingualism E
Natural resources m Aboriginal peoples/culture E
Universal health care m Hockey |1
Political system ] The North/Arctic 1

Tolerance m Other n
Values E dk/na 7

Focus Canada (2016)



As for immigrants, the vast majority identify more

with Canada than with their country of birth

2010-2012 Among Canadians born abroad

Immigrant identification with Canada vs. country of birth

78
2010 B 2012

13
B vl -

|dentify more |dentify more Both equally Neither/
with Canada with country dk/na
of birth

Canadians on Citizenship (2012)



Native-born Canadians and immigrants both agree on

the values that immigrants should adopt

2018 What values are most important for immigrants to adopt?
(unprompted mentions)
Respect for Canada's 27 Gender equalit 9
history and culture quaty __6|
. 26 Lo 4
English and/or French fluency Y Community involvement [ 5
23 5
Tolerance for others Y Other 10
. 6
Respect for the law 19 Don't know/no answer )
Need to assimilate -15
Embrace/d freed 13 Native-born
mbrace/democracy/freedom 12 B Fore
oreign-born
Respect for other religions 41
Work ethic/be employed _SE

Focus Canada (2018)



However, the majority (though a declining proportion) of Canadians

believe that too many immigrants do not adopt Canadian values

1993 - 2019

Agree — Disagree: Too many immigrants do not adopt Canadian values

72

91 50
memm Agree mmmm  Disagree 4 43

23

93 94 97 99 00 02 03 05 06 08 10 11 12 15 16 17 Feb Oct Apr Oct
18 18 19 19

Focus Canada (2019)



In part because no Canadian value is more important

than gender equality, including religious tolerance

2012

Canada should be a country ...
In which men and women are
treated equally in all walks of life
Where the practices of all religions are 23 g
respected, provided they fall within the law

. Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat/strongly disagree

Trudeau Foundation Survey (2012)



From an international perspective, Canada ranks 1st out of

25 countries in a recent “overall inclusiveness” index . . .

2018

Canada
United States
South Africa
France
Ausiralia
Chile
Argentina
Sweden
Spain

Great Britain
Mexico
Belgium
Poland

ltaly

Brazil
Germany
Peru

Russia
South Korea
Hungary

>
o

Combination of 6 separate scores:
* Religious Inclusiveness
* Naturalized Citizen Inclusiveness
+ Second Generation Inclusiveness

B Japan « LGBTQ Inclusiveness
E3 Turkey * Criminal Offence Inclusiveness

E-E serbia « Extreme Political Views
Malaysia Inclusiveness
e e s ee st Sacdi Arama

IPSOS Public Perspectives, 2018



... and are among the most likely globally to view

immigrants as a strength rather than a burden

2018

Canada 68
Australia [EGED 64

UK ] 62

Sweden EX 62

Japan [EX] 59

usa IIEA 59
Germany [ES] 59
Mexico 57
Spain 56
France |EEGES) 56

Netherlands | 50
South Africa | 34

srac! [ 26
Poland |l 21
Russia [ 18
tely - T 12
Greece 10
Hungery RS
18-COUNTRY MEDIAN [IED 56

B Are a burden on our country

Make our country stronger

Pew Research Center (2018)



est we forget our recent

history




The early Reform Party tapped into the Eastern
establishment's progressive liberalism by giving voice to...

...opposition to relentless efforts to accommodate
Quebec, increasing immigration and the ideology of
multiculturalism



In 2015, Stephen Harper insists Muslim women show
their face at citizenship ceremonies, however...

...Zunera Ishaq asserts her Charter rights in court (and
wins)



In 2016, Kellie Leitch, co-author of the barbaric cultural practices

snitch line, launches her bid for the Conservative party leadership

“If you are tired of feeling like we can’t discuss what
our Canadian values are, then please help me to fight
back by making a donation.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4msHDzO-GQ4



And more recently, the new Coalition
Avenir Québec government has

introduced a new immigrant agenda,
known as Bill 21



So while Canada is not immune
to xenophobia, what is it that
protects us from a populist
tsunami?



Immigrants matter: At least 2 in 5 in our 12 largest cities - and

nearly 80% in the Toronto CMA - are first or second generation

e Percent of population by generation, Canada, 2016
Toronto [ i 78 London PPN 42
Vancouver LI 70 Oshawa [EFIERRVERN 42
Calgary I 53 Montréal  [IZZIE N 42
Hamiton  IECHINETINN 51 Canada INPTINNTIN 42
Edmonton 46 St. Catharines - Niagara IECIRFZN 41
Windsor  IEIETE 46 Ottawa - Gatineau 39
Ol 5 o B Regina [IEFIIETN 32
M First generation Saskatoon EFINEN 31
Winnipeg I 4 ™ Second generation Halifax [EPIELN 22
viora EEFIEE 44 Sherbrooke  IEIIE 14
Québec 11

Statistics Canada (2016)



The vast majority (85%) of eligible immigrants

become Canadian citizens . ..

2016

Citizenship status for Immigrants prior to 2012

Not Canadian
citizens
14.2%

Citizens of
Canada and at Citizens of
least one other __~ Canada only
country 69.0%
16.8%

Statistics Canada (2016)



... unlike in many other countries

2015
% who have citizenship — working age immigrants with at

least 10 years experience

OECD (2015)



Remarkably, Canadians elected 47 foreign-born MPs in

2019 (including Conservatives); up from 42 in 2011

2019
2019 Parliament — number of foreign-born elected MP’s, by party
157 Total number of MPs
121
24 32
B 3
- — |

Foreign-born MPs 36 8 2 0 1

e - -

liberal (D WBLOC  ggeen

Andrew Griffith



From the RCMP to 24 Sussex: how soon before Canada’s
Prime Minister sports a Turban (and totes a kirpan)?




And sometimes we go beyond tolerance of the other:

mixed race unions are becoming more commonplace

2011

% of couples in mixed unions
in Canada - 2011

» 04.6%

Proportion of individuals in mixed unions -
Visible Minority Group, Canada, 2011

Japanese 79%
Latin American 48%
Black 40%
Filipino 30%
Arab 25%
Korean 239%
Southeast Asian 229%
West Asian 20%
Chinese 19%
South Asian 13%

Statistics Canada, National Household Survey (2011)



And when it comes to the
backlash to globalization and
income inequality, Canada is less
vulnerable than the USA and
many other countries



Canada is closer to Denmark than the USA when it comes

to lower inequality and higher social mobility

2018

—

Intergenerational Earnings Mobility (less mobility

Social immobility and income inequality — selected countries

i

Less mobility

@China
ltaly
United Kingdom @ United States
Pakistan @ @ Switzerland ® ,
@Singapore
France @ o

Spain

Japan
Germany @
Swed @New Zealand
weden @Australia
Finland More inequality |:>
Denmark @

1 1 1 1
20 30 40 50

 —

Inequality (Gini Coefficient, more inequality

Miles Corak (2018)



And Canadians continue to
express robust confidence in their
national institutions



Canadians are more confident in their national government

than they were in the past decade, and confidence is higher
than in many OECD countries

Percentage who say they have confidence in their national government

= (3nada == (OECD Countries
65

Ve

42

43\/\ /\/\39

44

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 201/ 2018

Gallup World Poll (2018)



Canadians are more satisfied with the educational system in

their country, than are citizens in most other OECD countries

Percentage who are satisfied with the educational system or the schools

76 77

W1

—— e e

63 64 63
= (3nada == OECD Countries

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 201/ 2018

Gallup World Poll (2018)



Canadians are much more confident in their financial

institutions, than are citizens in many OECD countries

Percentage who are confident in their country’s financial institutions or banks

y

7%\,

58 = (anada

N

e

= (JECD cOUNtries

51 51

N

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 201/ 2018

Gallup World Poll (2018)



could it still happen

re in Canada?




The Canadian advantage

» Canada has not been devastated by NAFTA or China joining the
WTO in 2001

< Enjoys good public healthcare and social programs across the
country

» Plus very good public education

» Income/wealth inequality and status anxiety are not as evident
as in the USA and Europe

4

L)

- Lots of evidence that immigrants and refugees are successfully
integrating into the economy, education and the workplace —
and as citizens

L)



“Could it happen here?

Canada in the age of Trump and Brexit
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